index; (2) noting the location of the documents of interest in the register; and (3) reading them or obtaining copies. The location of a particular document in a register often is indicated by a numerical identifier that refers to the appropriate volume and page of the register. Other times, the reference is to a serial document number. Organizing documents in the sequence in which they are received is administratively efficient. Users of land-title records, however, often only possess information on the name of a person, the address of a property, its legal description, or an assessor's parcel identifier. Thus, use of land-title records is facilitated if there are name, address, parcel-identifier, and legal description indexes available to locate the documents. Such indexes make it possible to link land-title records to other cadastral records.
A number of technologies can facilitate access to land-title records. Micrographics and video technologies can be used to store copies of title documents, and photocopy equipment can be used to produce copies of documents on demand. Indexes can be computerized. However, it may not be economically feasible to computerize current land-title records in their entirety, let alone historic documents, since record conversion would be a monumental task. Computer storage of title documents does become feasible when the documents are standardized.
Recording officers may be responsible for maintaining property-ownership maps, assigning parcel identifiers, and transmitting information on changes in ownership and sales prices to assessors and others.
5.1.3   Requirements for Real-Property Assessment
In the United States, local governments are primarily responsible for real-property assessment except in Maryland and Montana, where the states are fully responsible for assessment (Almy, 1979a). There are approximately 13,400 county, municipality, and township assessment jurisdictions.
Although specific responsibilities are set forth in state law, assessors generally are responsible for (1) locating and describing properties, (2) estimating their values, (3) linking them to their current owners, and (4) designating their official value for tax purposes, taking into account legal reasons for assessing them in amounts that differ from their appraised values. Accordingly, assessors must collect, store, retrieve, and analyze a great deal of information that is parcel oriented (see Table 5.1), and all parcels should be included in a real-property assessment system. Data requirements are described in more detail in Improving Real Property Assessment: A Reference Manual (International Association of Assessing Officers, 1978), which is the source of much of the material in this chapter, and a list of recommended data elements for a fiscal cadastre (assessment and taxation) can be found in Multiple-Purpose Land Data Systems, Monitoring Foreign Ownership of U.S. Real Estate (Moyer, 1979). While it is administratively convenient to revise property records as changes occur, assessors officially are concerned with the status and value of parcels on the legally designated annual appraisal or assessment date. Thus, assessors have only a limited interest in information that is of a historical nature.                                                         $               7.88 average cost per square mile for this statewide
